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Mrs. _— 


MAD AM, 


HE SCHEME Ry” the fol- 
N: 1 lowing Sheets being to con- 
aer your excellent F ather, 
chiefly in Publick Life, 
there was no Opportunity of doing 
You Fuſtice : Permit me therefore 
in this Addreſs to ſay, that Dr. BxAv 
has left a Daughter ral of Him- 
ſelf, and to wiſh that She may long 
enjoy thoſe Bleſſings which Providence 
* beftows upon the Poſterity 
of the Righteous. Accept this as the 


fricere Ręſpect of, 


MAD AM, 


Your moſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


be EDITOR. 
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THE 


LIFE and Des1GNs 


Of the Reverend 
THOMAS Bray, D. D. 


IR. Thomas Bray was born at Mar- 
tan in the County of Salop, in the 
X ear of our Lord 1656, his Parents 
were Perſons of good Reputation, 
Inhabitants of that Place; his Infancy diſ- 
covering promiſing Parts, he was early ſent 
to the School at Oſweſtry, in the ſame 
County, where many Gentlemens Sons had 
then their Education, and were prepar d 
for the Univerſiry ; his cloſe Application 
to School-Learning, ſoon qualify'd him for 
this Remove, as it alſo determin'd his Parents 
to dedicate him to Religion and Learning; 
accordingly he was enter d of Hart-Hall in 
Oxford; here he ſoon became a conſider- 
able Proficient in Theological Studies, as I 
well as the other Sciences proper to the Pro- (a 
feſſion for which he was intended: But la- N. 
bouring under the common „ 
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a anarrow Fortune, his Circumſtances not per. 
mitting a longer Reſidence at Oxford, he 


left the Univerſity ſoon after he had com- 


menced Batchelor of Arts: However, about 
this Time he entered into Holy Orders, and 
the firſt Pariſh wherein Providence placed 
him to exerciſe his Spiritual Function, was 
near Bridgenorth in Shropſhire, his native 
Country ; irom whence, after a ſhort Con- 
tinuance in the Station of a Curate, he re- 
mov'd into Warwickſhire, where he liv'd 
Chaplain in Sir Thomas Price's Family, of 
Park-Hatll, and had the Donative of Lay- 
Marſin given him by Sir Thomas; this 
prov'd in the Event, a very advantageous 
Change of Situation, for living now in the 
Neighbourhood of Coleſbill, his exemptary 


Behaviour and diſtinguiſhed Diligence in 


his Calling, introduced him into the Ac- 
quaintance of Mr. Kettlewell, Sir Charles 
Holt, and the Lord Simon Digby. One 
Incident which contributed to eftabliſh his 
Character at this Juncture, was his preach- 
ing the Afſize-Sermon at Warwrck ; on 
which Occaſion Mr. Bray, tho but young, 
acquitted himſelf to the Satisfaction of the 
whole Audience ; one of which, the Lord 
Digby, was pleaſed afterwards to honour 
him with many Proots of his Friendſhip 
and Eſteem, recommending him alſo to 
his Brother, the preſent Lord Digby, a Re- 
commendation which obtain'd him the Vi- 


carage 


C97) 
carage of Over-Whitacre, in the fame 
County, ſince augmented by his Patron's 
uncommon Generolity ot endawing it with 
the great Tythes. In the Year 1690, the 
Rectory of $She/don being vacant by Mr. 
Digby Bull's refuſing to take the Oaths, at 
the Revolution, Mr. Bray had the Favour 
of his Lordſhip's Preſentation ; which Pre- 
ferment he held till about a Quarter of a 
Year belore his Death, when he reſigned 
it from a Senſe of his own advanced Age, 
and the Satisfaction he had in foreſeeing 
that he ſhould ſtill furvive in the Zeal and 
Abilities of a worthy * Succeſſor. - He al- 
ways eſteem'd it not the leaſt Honour and 
Happineſs of his Life, the being preferred 
by ſuch. a Patron as my Lord Digby, who 
was never determin d by any other Conſi- 
deration in the Diſpoſal of Preſentations, 
than of chuſing the moſt uſeful Perſons to 
ſerve. in the Church, and ſuch as he was 
perſuaded wou d make the Diſcharge of 
their Duty the ultimate End of their Views, 
an Obſer vation not -a little to Mr. Bray's 
Credit, as well as to the Honour of my 
Lord Dig; and I ſhould not have done 
Juſtice to an Example ſo worthy of Imita- 
tion, in an Age wherein moſt Patrons are 
governed by Party-Zeal, Selt-Intereft, and 
the powerful Solicitations of Friends or 
Relations; had I forbore the Mention of it. 

e 5 : He 
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He always ſpoke of his noble Benefactor, 
in Terms that ſufficiently diſcovered, not 
only a grateful Senſe of his own Obliga- 
tions, but alſo a juſt Veneration for all 
thoſe excellent Qualities which ſignalize 
his Lordſhip's Character with a' peculiar 
Diſtinction, and entitle. him to univerſal 
Eſteem. 

In this Pariſh of Sheldon he compos'd 
his Catcchetical Lectures; a Work ſo well 
receiv d, and generally circulated, that three 
Thouſand proved not too great a Number 
for the firſt Impreſſion. It was eſteem'd 
by many ot the firſt Diſtinction in the 
Church, as the moſt accurate Performance 
extant on the Subject, and was dedicated to 
that very learned Prelate, Biſhop Z/oyd, by 
whoſe Perſuaſion it was -publiſh'd, 00 of 
whoſe Favour and Eſteem Mr. Bray had a 
more than ordinary Share. The Publica- 
tion of theſe Lectures, the firſt Fruits of 
his Piety and Learning, drew him oat of 
his rural Privacy to London, and introduced 
him into a more conſpicuous and rematk- 
able Scene of Action. There was ſoon a 
Demand for a ſecond Impreſſion, and by 
both Impreſſions, at a very reaſonable Price, 
he clear d upward of ſeven hundred Pounds. 
Nor had he room to doubt a much greater 
Advantage from the ſucceeding Parts, ſo 
faſt did the Subſcriptions come in for 'the 


ſecond Volume, which was in the Preſs, 
g | but 
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(9] 
but was ſuperſeded by another Uader- 
taking. 7 4 
In the Years 169 1 and 1692, the then 
Governor and Aſſembly of Maryland di- 
vided that Province into Pariſhes, and eſta- 
bliſhed a legal Maintenance for the reſpec- 
tive Miniſters. In the Month of OZober 
1695, they took into Conſideration the 
Expediency of having ſome one Clergyman 
to preſide over the reſt; and in order to 
fupport ſome ſuch ſuperintendent Commiſ- 
ſary, or Suftragan, they unanimouſly agreed 
in a Petitionary Act, to their then Ma- 
jeſties King William and Queen Mary, 
to annex, tor ever, the judicial Office of 
Commiſſary, before in the Diſpoſal of the 
Governor, to that which is purely Eccle- 
ſiaſtical, and at the Appointment of the 
Biſhop of London. And they wrote to his 
Lordſhip * to ſend them over ſome expe- 
rienced, unexceptionable Clergyman for the 
Office intended. The Reputation Mr. Bray 
had acquired by his Lectures, and the other 
alities that adorn his Function, hinder'd 
the Biſhop from being one Moment at a 
Loſs for a fit Perſon to model that Infant 
Church, and eſtabliſh it on a ſolid Founda- 


tion. Accordingly, in April 1696, he pro- 


sd to Mr. Bray to go on the Terms of 

aving the Judicial Office of Commiſſary, 
vu as was repreſented to him, at 400 7. 
| B | per 
* Biſhop Compton. 


2 


per Annum, conferred upon him, ſor his 
Support in that Service. Mr. Bray ditrc- 
garding his own Intereſt, and the great Pro- 
fit which wou'd have aroſe from finiſhing 
his Courſe of Lectures on the Plan he had 
formed, a Work which met with gencral 
Approbation and Encouragement, ſoon de- 
termined in his own Mind that there might 
be a greater Field for doing Good in the 
Plantations, than by his Labours here. Be- 
ing always willing to be ſo diſpos'd of in 
any Station as ſhou'd appear moſt condu- 
cive to the Service of God's Church; he no 
longer demurred to the Propoſal, than to 


enquire into the State of the Country, and 


inform himſelf what was moſt wanting to 
excite good Miniſters to embark in that 
Deſign, as well as to enable them moſt ef- 
fectually to promote it. With this View 
he laid before the Biſhops the following 
Conſiderations: That none but the poorer 
fort of Clergy cou'd be perſuaded to leave 
their Friends and change their Native Coun- 
try for one ſo remote; — That ſuch Perſons 
coud not be able ſufficiently to ſupply 
themſelves with Books ; — That without 
ſuch a competent Proviſion of Books, they 
cou'd not anſwer the Deſign of their Mit- 
fion ; — That a Library wou'd be the beſt 
Encouragement to ſtudious and ſober Men 
to undertake the Service : And that as the 
great Inducement to himſelf to go, wou'd 
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be to do the moſt Good he cou'd be capa- 
ble of doing, he therefore propos'd to their 
Lordſhips, That if they thought fit to en- 
courage and aſſiſt him in providing Paro- 
chial Libraries for the Miniſters that ſhou d 
be ſent, he wou d then be content to accept of 
the Commiſſary's Office in Maryland. This 
Propoſal for Parochial Libraries being well 
approved of by the Biſhops, and due En- 
couragement being promiſed in the Proſe- 
cution of the Deſign, both by their Lord- 
thips and others, he ſet himſelf with all 
poſſible Application to provide Miſſionaries, 
and to furniſh them with Libraries, intend- 
ing, as ſoon as he ſhou'd have ſent both, 
to follow after them himſelf. 

But upon his accepting of this Employ- 
ment of Commiſſary of Maryland, it fell to 
his Share to ſolicit at Home, whatever other 
Matters related to that Church, more par- 
ticularly to the Settlement and Eſtabliſh- 
ment thereof; and it happen'd that the Law 
for its Eſtabliſhment having been ſent here 
for the Royal Aſſent, was rejected, on ac- 
count of a Clauſe in it, whereby it was en- 
acted, That the Ereat Charter of England 

ſhould be kept and obſerved, in all Points, 
within the ſaid Province; being a Clauſe 

of another nature, than was ſet torth in the 

Title of the ſaid Law: And the Biſhop of 

London having obtain'd at Council, that 

Inſtructions ſhould be given to have an- 
B 2 other 
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( 22 ] 
other Bill form'd and paſs'd into an Act, 
with Promiſe that it ſhould be confirm'd, 
if form d and paſs d according to ſuch In- 
ſtructions: Mr. Bray, with the Advice of 
his Lordſhip and others well skill'd in Plan- 
tation Affairs, got a Bill drawn up accord- 
ing to the Inſtructions, and tranſmitted it 
to Maryland to be re-enacted in the ſuc- 
ceeding Aſſembly, 

In the mcan time, till the return of a 
new Act irom Maryland to be confirm'd 
by the Sovereign, he was wholly and tully 
employ'd under the Biſhop of Landon, in 
enquiring out and providing Miſſionaries 
to be ſent as into that Province, on à Pre- 
ſumption that the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church might be at laſt obtain'd ; ſo into 
the other Colonies on: the Continent of 
America, and into moſt of the Iſlands, 
ſeveral of which had never before enjoy d 
any ſtanding Miniſtry. But above all, it 
was his Care to furniſh out thoſe whom he 
had a Hand in ſending, with good Libra- 
ries of neceſſary and uſeful Books, to ren- 
der them capable of anſwering the Ends of 
their Miſſion, and inſtructing the People in 
all Things neceſſary to their Salvation : 
And this truly found him Employment e- 
nough; tho on account of the more than 
ordinary Service ſuch a Magazine of divine 
Knowledge might be of, he could never be 


brought to regret the Undertaking, how- 
ever. 


4 


Ea 
ever chargeable, as well as laborious, it 
prov'd ; one half of either Coſt or Pains in 
which it engaged him, muſt have diſcou- 
raged any one leſs ſenſible to the Impreſ- 
ſions of a religious Zeal, from proſecuting 
it. His only Comfort was, that the Li- 
braries he had begun and advanc'd more or 
leſs in all the Provinces on the Continent, 
and in moſt of the Iflands of America, as 
alſo in the Factorics in Africa, did not on- 


ly ferve the then Miniſters with whom 


they were firſt ſent, but by the Care of 
ſome of the Governments, and by Adts of 
Aſſembly, ſettling the Rules he had pre- 
ſcribed for their Uſe and Preſervation, they 
might be alſo of Advantage to many ſuc- 
ceeding Generations. | 

Among other Miſſionaries ſent at this 
Time with Libraries, Mr. Bray procur'd, 


by good Providence, and preſented to the 


Biſhop of London, two Men as pious and 
happy in their Conduct, as could have been 
found; one Mr. Clayton, ſent to Phila- 


delphia in Penſilvania; the other, Mr. Mar- 


ſpat, ſent to Charles Town in Carolina: 
Neither of theſe worthy Perſons found at 
their Enterance, above Fifty of our Com- 


munion to make up their Congregation, 
and yet both approv'd themſelves lo well 


to the Inhabitants of their reſpective Places, 
that in two Years time the Congregation 
at Philadelphia, the Metropolis of the 

Quakers, 
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[14] 
Quakers, was increaſed to ſeven Hundred, 
and an handſome Church was erected ; and 
at Charles Town, to near as many, where 
not only a Church was built, but alfo purely 
out of reſpect to Mr. Marſhal, a new Brick 
Houle for his better Accommodation, a 
fine Plantation, with a perpetual Stock of 
two Negroe Servants and two Cows, with 
150 J. a Year were ſettled on them and | 
their Succeſſors for ever. Tt pleaſed God, 
that both theſe Perſons died in about two | 
Years after their Arrival, and both died of 
contagious Diſtempers, which they had ta- 
ken in the Execution of their Duty, and 
Viſiting their Sick, leaving moſt amiable 
Characters behind them. The Libraries 
; Mr. Bray ſent with theſe Gentlemen, con- 
tinue to their Succeſſors, and he has at ſ 
veral times ſince, procur'd and made con- 
ſiderable Additions to them, as he did to 4 | 
moſt others, both in America and Africa. | 
The Senſe of the Clergy and Inhabitants, 
with reſpect thereto, was teſtify d by the 
4olemn Letters of Thanks return'd to him, 
as from the Aſſemblies of Maryland, ſo from 
the Veſtries of Boſton and Braintree in 
New England, from Newfoundland, Rhode 
Ii and, New-Tork, Philadelphia, North- 
Carolina, Bermudas, and by the Acknow- 
ledgments of the Royal African Company, 
on account of thoſe procur'd for their Fac- 
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About the ſame time it was, tliat the Se- 
cretary of Maryland, Sir Thomas Lawrence, 


with Mr. Bray, waited on the then Princeſs. 


of Denmark, in behalt of that Province, 
humbly to requeſt her gracious Acceptance 
of the Governor's and Country's dutitul Re- 
ſpects, in having denominated the Metro- 
polis ot the Province, and then but lately 
built, from her Royal Highneſs's Name, 
Aunapolis: And the latter being ſoon at- 
ter favourd with a noble Benefaction from 
the ſame Royal Hand, towards his Libra- 
ries in America, he dedicated the primier 
Library in thoſe Parts, fix d at Annapolis, 
and which has Books of the choiceſt kind 
belonging to it, to the Value of 400 J. ta 
her glorrous Memory, by the Title of The 
 Annapoulttan Library; which Words were 
inſcribd on the ſeveral: Books, as well in 
Gratitude to Her Majeſty, as for the better 
Prevention ot Loſs or Embezzlement. 
Soon aiter, upon the repeated Inſtances 
of the Governor and ſome of the Country, 
Mr. Bray was at the Charge of taking the 
Degree of Doctor. of Divinity, which De- 
gree, tho it might be thought to be of ſame 
Uſe, which reſpect to his having a better 
regard paid to the Church, as well as him- 
ſelf, in Maryland, did, however then, but 
ill comport with, his Circumſtances. i 
_ Immediately following, the better to pro- 
mote his main Deſign of Libraries, and to 
* give 
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give the Miſſionaries Directions in the Pro- 
ſecution of their Theological Studies, he pub- 
liſh'd two Books, one entitled, Bibliotheca 
Parochialis, or a Scheme ot ſuch Theologi- 
cal Heads, both general and particular, as are 
more peculiarly requiſite to be well ſtudied 
by every Paſtor of a Pariſh, together with 
a Catalogue of Books, which may be read 
on each of thoſe Points; the other, Apo- 
[tolick Charity, its Nature and Excellency 
conſidered, in a Diſcourſe upon Dan. xii. 3. 
preach'd at St. Pauls, at the Ordination 
of ſome Proteſtant Miſſionaries to be ſent 
into the Plantations, to which is perfix'd a 
general View of the Engliſb Colonies in A- 
merica, in order to ſhew what Proviſion is 
wanting for the Propagation of Chriſtianity 
in thoſe Parts, together with Propoſals for 
the promoting the fame, and to induce ſuch 
of the Clergy of this Kingdom, as are Perſons 
of Sobriety and Abilities, to accept of a 
Miſſion. In the Year 1696, the Law for 
eſtabliſhing and endowing the Church, was 
re-enacted in Maryland, and came over a 
ſecond Time to the Lords of the Council of 
Trade, together with a moſt humble ad- 
dreſs to be preſented to his Majeſty, in be- 
half of the ſaid Law, requeſting the Royal 
Confirmation. But it being found that this 
ſecond Law alſo, contrary to the Inſtruc- 
tions, contain'd in it a Clauſe of a different. 
Nature, by declaring all the Laws in _ 
lan 


( 17 ] 
laud to be in Force in Maryland; it was 
thought adviſeable not to ſolicit the Royal 
Aſſent to it, as being ſure it would be re- 
jected, for the ſame Reafon as the former, 
and then the Church's Maintainance would 
wholly drop. And in the mean Time, 1t 
being promis'd at Court, that the then Law, 
ſuch as it was, ſhould remain unrepeald, 
till another ſhould be ſent here, agreeable 
to the Royal Inſtructions; the Doctor wrote 
to the Province to have it revis'd and re- 
enacted, according to the former Inſtructi- 
ons, ſignitying to them, that otherwiſe it 
would never pals. 

He receiv'd no Advantage from his Com- 
miſſary's Place in Maryland, all this Time, 
neither was any Allowance made him at 
home, or Preferment given him, to ſupport 
the Charge of living altogether in Town, 
to ſolicit the Eſtabliſhment and Endowment 
of the Church of Mar land, and to provide 
Miſſionaries for that, and all the Colonies 
on the Continent, which, except Virginia, 
lay upon him; all the Benefactions that 
were receivd, being to be laid out to raiſe 
them Libraries, which alſo he did, faſter 
than Money came in to anſwer the Charge. 
During this Interval, vi g. in the Year 
1697, a Bill being brought into the Houſe 
of Commons to alienate Lands given to Su- 
perſtitious Uſes, and to veſt them in Green- 
wich- Hoſpital. a mr a Petition ns 
| the 
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the Houſe, that ſome Share thereof might 
be appropriated for the Propagation of the 
true Religion in the Plantations, and that 
the ſame ſhould be veſted in a Body Poli- 


tick, to be erected for that Purpoſe, which 


Petition was receiv'd very well in the Houſe, 
and a fourth Part of all that ſhould be diſ- 
cover'd, after one Moiety to the Diſcoverer, 
was readily and unanimouſly allotted by the 
Committee for that Uſe. It being thought 
by far more reaſonable, to appropriate ſoine 
Part, at leaſt, of what was given to ſuperſti- 
tious Ules, to Uſes truly pious, than altoge- 
ther to other, tho' charitable Purpoſes. But 
he Bill was never ſuffer d to be reported. 

In the Year 1698, failing of a publick and 
ſettled Proviſion by Law, for carrying on 
the Service of the Church in Maryland, 
and the other Plantations, he addreſſed his 
Majeſty tor a Grant of ſome Arrears of 
Taxes due to the Crown, and ſome Time 
aiter, was obliged to be at the Charge and 
Trouble of going over to the King in Hol- 
land, to have the Grant compleated. The 
Recovery of theſe Arrears of Taxes, was re- 
preſented as very feaſible, and very valuable, 
and alſo without any Grievance to the Sub- 
jet ; but they prov'd as troubleſome to be 
recover d, ſo of ſcarce any Value. | 

All Deſigns failing of getting a publick 
Fund for the Propagation of the Goſpel in 
Foreign Parts, he thereupon form'd a Deſign, 
hereof he then drew the Plan, of having 
| a Pro- 
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a Proteſtant Congregation, pro Fide propa- 
ganda, by Charter from the King. But Things 
did not ſeem ripe enough to encourage him 
to proceed at that Time in the Attempt, and 
ſo he laid it aſide, till a more favourable 
Juncture ſhould occur. However, to pre- 
pare the Way for ſuch Charter- Society, he 
ſoon after endeavour'd to form a Voluntary 
Society, both to carry on the Service al- 
ready begun for the Plantations, and to pro- 
pagate Chriſtian Knowledge, as well at 


home as abroad ; hoping, as afterwards he 
did in Time, to get ſuch a Society incor- 


porated. Nor was it long before he found 
ſome worthy Perſons ready to form this Vo- 
luntary Society. Bo, 

| Theſe Gentlemen have ſince increas'd to 
a conſiderable Body, and no ſmall Good has 
been done by them, as they aſſiſted him in 
ſending Libraries abroad, and as they have 
diſpers'd Numbers of excellent Books among 
our Fleets and Armies, rats'd Charity-Schools 
in and about the City, and promoted the 
ſame by their Correſpondences in feveral 
Parts of the Kingdom. I ſhould be unjuſt 
to this excellent Society, as well as to the 
Memory of Dr. Bray, their Founder, in 
omitting a noble Effort of their Zeal for 
promoting Chriſtian Knowledge abroad, vir. 
That four Thouſand five Hundred Pfalters, 
ten Thoufand New Teftaments, with a great 
Number of mn. a ſhort Hiſtory of 
128 | 2 the 
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the Bible, &c. have been printed by it, for 
the Uſe of the Ea/tern Churches; ſeveral 
of theſe have been ſent over, and gratefully 
receivd, and this Kingdom hath thereby 
had an Opportunity of reſtoring, in ſome 
Meaſure, the Light of the Goſpel, both in 
Syria, Arabia, and Egypt, and allo in 
thoſe Countries from u hence we firſt re- 
ceivd it. But to proceed, of a like mix d 
Nature, having a Relerence to ſome Ser- 
vice at home, as well as abroad, was another 
Deſign ſet on Foot by the Doctor at this 
Time, of raiſing Lending Libraries in every 
Deanery throughout England and Wales, 
out of which, the neighbouring Clergy 
might borrow the Books they had Occa- 
ſion tor, and where they might meet to 
conſult upon Matters relating to their 
Function, and to Learning; Dr. Bray may 
perhaps be here cenſured for concerning him- 
ſelf in carrying on this Affair at home, at 
the ſame Time that he was engaged to pro- 
mote a foreign Charity, But the good 
Man's Inducement to it, as he has been 
heard to declare was, Firſt, Becauſe hav- 
ing never, for his own Part, enjoyed in 
the Church what would enable him to 


turniſh himſelf with a ſufficient Stock of ne- 


ceſſary and uſetul Books, to qualify himſelf 
for his Profeſſion, he became thereby more 
ſenſible of the Wants of his Brethren, in like 
Circumſtances, Secondty. That in his Soli- 
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citation for Benefactions to Libraries in the 
Plantations, he often met with Anſwers to 


this Effect; That we had poor Cures and 


poor Parſors enough in England, and that 
Charity ſhould begin at Home : Now he 
thought it not amits to Strike the Nail that 
would drive, and to give ſuch Anſwerers 
an Opportunity of exerciſing their Benefi- 
cence to the Church, in the Way to which, 
they were molt inclin'd, and therefore, with- 
out the leaſt Interruption of his Endeavours 
tor the Plantations, he ſet on Foot this De- 
ſign alſo at home. 

Many lending Libraries were thereupon 
tounded in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, 
and as thoſe Libraries were intended tor the 
Clergy to meet and confer in, rather than 
in their own private Houſes, which would 
cauſe Expence, or in publick Houſes, which 
beſides the Expence might give Scandal; ſo 
if the ſame Topicks were made the ſubject 
of their Converſation, as had been reſolv'd 
on 1n the firſt Library of that Kind, which 
was founded by a noble Lord, his Neigh- 
bour and Patron, already mentioned, the 
Doctor cou'd not imagine what could be 


better purſued, in order to keep the Coun- 


try Clergy to their Rule, and: cloſe to their 
Duty, and thereby to advance their Cha- 
racter and Reputation, and to create a due 
Veneration towards them. The Reſoluti- 


ons they formed, were theſe = That ws 
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will meet in their Library Monthly, or oftner, 
to conſider or confer, as upon Ways and 
Means of augmenting the fame with the beſt 
Books, ſo to conſult upon the beſt Methods 
of furniſhing the common People with ſmall 
practical and devotional Tracts, of Princi- 
pling the Children and Youth with Cate- 
chetical Inſtructions, tor erecting Schools 
for the Education of poor Children, of get- 
ting the Laws put in Execution againſt Pro- 
faneneſs and Immorality, and by what 


other Means they can beſt diſcharge their 


Paſtoral Care and Duty, and promote pub- 
lick Good ; and in order to their better 
Knowledge of the Duties of their Function, 
and forming no other Reſolutions but what 


ſhall be agreeable to the Conſtitution of 


our Church, that at every Meeting they 
will read over ſome Part, and that ſucceſ- 
ſively, till they ſhall go thro' the Whole of 
their Ordination Vows, of the Articles, 
Rubricks, and Canons of the Church, of 
the Royal Injunctious and Proclamations, 
and Acts of Parliament ordered to be read 
in Churches, thoſe efpecially againſt Pro- 
faneneſs and Immorality ; and laſtly, the 
Articles of Enquiry exhibited at both Epiſ- 
copal and Archidiaconal Viſitations, and 


that as well to furniſh themſelves with pro- 


per and fuitable Matter for their Converſa- 
tion there, inſtead of mere News and other 


Imper- 
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Impertinences, as the better to know their 


Duty, and take the beſt Meaſures about ir. 

Now, had Dr. Bray had nothing farther 
in View in his Eſſay to promote neceſſary 
and uſeful Knowledge at home, as well as 
abroad, than to repreſent the miſerable 


Want of Books among the Parochial Clergy 


throughout the Kingdom, the ill Conſe- 
quences of ſuch Want, both to themſelves 


| and People, and the eaſieſt Method to ſup- 


ply it by the Means of Lending Libraries, 
one at leaſt in every Deanery, which, it 
placed in fome Market Town neareſt the 
Centre, the neighbouring Clergy, and others 
might, without further Trouble, than the 


ſending on a Market-Day, by their own, or 


a Neighbour's Servant, borrow at any 
Time the Book they want. This alone 
conſider d, it ſeems to be a moſt laudable 
Deſign, and the Succeſs it has met with is 


ſuch, that there are not many Dioceſes in 


the Kingdom, where Libraries of this kind 
are not more or leſs advanced. 

But in Truth he had ſomething farther 
in View, 1n that his Deſign of having pub- 
lick Libraries tor the Parochial Clergy in 
every Deanery ; which was to reduce into 
Practice, and to reſtore more and more, by 


Degrees, the antient Uſe of Rural Deans, 


and the Juriſdiction pertaining to their re- 
ſpective Deaneries ; whereby, as an excel- 


lent Diſcipline was formerly maintain'd in 
| our 
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our Church, ſo it might be again, in a good 
Meaſure, revivd; in ſuch a Manner, ar 
leaſt, as not to give the Occaſion we now 
have, every A/-Wedneſday, to lament irs 
Loſs or Decay among us : And, indeed, 
whoever ſhall conſider the antient Conſti- 
tution of our Rural Deaneries, as repreſent- 
ed in an Extract the Doctor has made from 
{ome ot our Antiquaries, and how admira- 
bly they were fitted tor good Diſcipline, 
and ſhall compare that with what is already 
found practicable in the Clergy's Meeting 
at their Libraries, ſpoke of above, he will 
be apt to conclude, that as her antient Diſ- 
cipline is the Church of Eugland's Wiſh, 
and the Deſire of all good People, ſo no 
Means ſeem more likely to reſtore it, than 
the having Libraries in our ſeveral Rural 
Deanertes for the Clergy to meet in, where 
they may act to ſuch Purpoſes, and accord- 
ing to ſuch Powers as ſhall be allow'd them. 
I might here alſo ſpeak of the Beginnings 
Dr. Bray made towards Parochial Cateche- 
tical Libraries in the e of Man, as well 
as in the mean Cures both in England and 
Males; but of this hereafter. | 

About this Time it was, that ſome of his 
Friends obſerving that no Proviſion was 
made to ſupport him in the expenſive Ser- 
vice he had undertaken for the Plantations, 
he was much perſuaded to lay that Deſign 


aſide, and had withal two good Preferments 
| oftered 
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offered him at home of as good, or better 
Value, than what was propos'd for him in 
Maryland, vis. that ot Sub-Almoner, and 
the Donative of Aldgate in the City. But 
he declin'd all Offers that were inconſiſtent 
with his going to Maryland, as ſoon as it 
ſhould become proper tor him to take that 
Voyage. ESE 

By the Year 1699, having waited up- 
wards of two Years tor the Return of the 
Ad of Religion from Maryland, with ſuch 
Amendments as wou'd render it withour 
Exception at the Court of England; and it 
being preſum d by his Superiors, that it 
wou'd be requiſite the Doctor ſhou'd now 
haſten over, as well to encourage the paſling 


ot that Act in their Aſſemblies, as to pro- 


mote other Matters. tor the Service of Re- 
ligion there, it was ſignified to him from 


them, that they wou'd have him take the 


Opportunity ot the firſt Ship: And, indeed, 
the Doctor having by this Tune try'd all 
the Ways he cou'd think of, and done all 
that he was able to do here, to ſerve thoſe 
Parts, and, according to Propoſal, having 


provided Maryland, as allo many other Co- 
lonies, with a competent Number of Mini- 


ſters, and turniſh'd them with good Libra- 


ries, to be fix d in the Places where they 


were ſeat, to remain there tor ever ; he was 


of himſelt eager to follow, and did accord- 
ingly, even in the Winter, tho he had no 


D Allowance 
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Allowance made him towards the Charge 
of the Voyage, and the Service he was to 
do, but was torced to diſpoſe of his own 
{mall Effects, and raiſe Money on Credit to 
ſupport him in it. 5 

With this poor Encouragement, and thus 
on his own Proviſion, he took his Voyage 
December 16, 1699, and arriv'd in Mary- 
Hand after an extream tedious and dangerous 
Paſlage, the 12th of March following; but 
betore I proceed to what immediately tol- 
lowed on his Arrival, there remains ſome- 
thing not unworthy to be mentioned, done 
on this Side the Water, and before he left the 
Engliſh Shore, with relation to the Miſſio- 
naries and Libraries. 

He had obſerv'd long before this, that the 
Miſſionaries were often detain'd ſeveralWeeks, 
and ſometimes Months in our Sea-Ports, be- 
fore they cou d gooff, more eſpecially in Time 
of War, when not only the want of Wind, 
but of Convoys, occaſion d ſuch Stay; and 
he had often reflected upon it, as of Con- 
ſequence to them, to have a Library in each 
of the Sea- Ports where they ufually embark, 
in which they might ſtudy, during their 
Stay on Shore, and this, not only that 
they might loſe no Time toward their bet- 
ter Improvement, but to prevent alſo the 
Expence and Scandal to which they might 
be expos'd, by ſauntring away whole Hours 
together in Coffee-Houſes, or perhaps - 

| ſober 
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ſober Places; but could they have a Libra- 


ry in each of thoſe Ports to be in all the 
Time they would ſpare from their Meals, 
and where they might recreate themſelves 
atter hard ſtudy, with the Converſation 
of their Brethren, whether Fellow Mil- 
ſionaries, or the Sea Chaplains, or other 
ingenious Paſſengers in Port, and were the 


Ule of thoſe Libraries ſtrictly enjoin'd them 


at their Departure, he preſum'd, ſcarcely 
any thing would contribute more to the 
Advantage and Reputation of our Miſſions 
and Miſſionaries ; the Ports being general- 
ly very looſe Places, and dangerous for 
young Men to abide in long, and where 


without Employment and a ſuitable Retire- 


ment, they will be much expos'd to ſuch 
Temptations as will ſtain their Characters; 
upon which Conſideration, and preſuming 
withal, that if the Foundation of ſuch Sea- 
Port Libraries were once laid but by a tew 
Books, it would be no great Difficulty to 
obtain conſiderable Additions from the Be- 
nefactions of the Sea-Officers, whoareuſually 
generous enough, as well as from other 
Gentlemen, if the Clergy in ſuch Places 
would be zealous and active in promoting 
the Deſign ; he form'd proper Propoſals 
for the raiſing ſuch Libraries, obtain d ſome 
Benetactions toward making a Beginning, 
and took along with him ſome Books to 


depoſit for that Purpoſe in each Port as 
| D 2 ſhould 
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ſhould happen in his Way, or wherein Pro- 
vidence thould caſt him ; and it having 
happen d, that he himſelf paſs'd thro” and 
was detain'd in three ſeveral Places of this 
kind, ſo as to experience himfelt the Uſe of 
what he had betore projected, he accord- 
ingly put the Deſign on Foot in each of 
them, v/S. at Graveſend, Deal, and at 
Plymouth ; but from the laſt of theſe, I 
have ſomething farther to remark : 

Dr. Bray ſet fail from the Downs the 
20th of December, and being drove into 
Plymouth Sound on Chriſtmas- Eve, re- 
main d in Harbour almoſt ail the Holidays, 
where his Time was not unuſetully ſpent, 
if it were but with reſpect to the Recovery 
of a tolerable Library there out of Duſt and 
Rubbiſh, which was alſo indebted to him 
for a Beneiaction of Books, and where he 
left a Propoſal for taking in Subſcriptions 
to make it a Sea-Port Library for the 
Uſe of Miſſionaries and Sea Chaplains, as 
well as others. 

The Doctor arrived, as we faid above, at 
Maryland on the 12th of March, where 
being not ſo much concern'd at his own as 
the Churches Unſettlement, he apply'd 
himſelf immediately and wholly to repair 


the Breach made in the Settlement of the 


Parochial Clergy ; in order to which, he 
conſulted in the firſt Place the Governor, 


Whom he found ready to concur in all pro- 
per 
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per Methods for the Re-eſtabliſhmentof their 
Maintenance. The next Aſſembly, which 
was to be in May following, he ſent to all 
the Clergy on the Weſtern Shore, who only 
cou'd come together in that Seaſon, to be 
acquainted from them with the Diſpoſition 
of the People, and their Sentiments on this 
Occaſion, and to adviſe with them what 
was proper to be done in order to diſpoſe 
the Members of Aſſembly to re- enact their 
Law next Meeting. Soon after he had diſ- 
miſs d the Clergy, he made his Parochial 
Viſitation, as tar as it was poſſible for him 
at that Seaſon ; in which he met with very 
ſingular Reſpect from Perſons of the beſt 
Condition in the Country, which the Doctor 
by a happy Conduct (of which he only was 
not ſenſible) rurn'd to the Advantage of 

that poor Church. 1 3-1 
During the Seſſions of Aſſembly, and 
whilſt the Re-eſtabliſhment of the Church 
was depending, he preach'd very proper and 
ſeaſonable Sermons, and all of them with a 
Tendency to incline the Country to the 
Eſtabliſhment of the Church and Clergy ; 
all which were ſo well receiv'd, that he had 
the Thanks of the Aſſembly by Meſſages 
from the Houſe for them, and for the Ser- 
vices done to that Church and Province. 
The Doctor was providentially on ſuch 
good Terms with the Aſſembly, that they 
ordered the Attorney-General to adviſe 
with 


301 


with him in the drawing up of the Bill; 
and that he himſelf might the better adviſe 
in that Caſe, he ſent for the moſt experi- 


enc d Clergy within Reach, to ſuggeſt to 


him what upon their own and their Bre- 
thren's Experience they found wou'd be of 
Advantage to thein and the Church, to be 
inſerted in, or left out of it; by which 
Means the Conſtitution of that Church has 
much the Advantage of any in America. 
It may not be amiſs to obſerve in this 
Place, that as well during the General 
Court, or Aſſize, which preceded the Af- 
ſembly, and laſted thirteen Days, as during 
the Seſſions of Aſſembly itſelf, he was un- 
der a Neceſſity of much civil but charge- 
able Entertainment of the Gentlemen ot rhe 
Province, who univerſally viſited him; a 
Charge, however, which he thought requi- 
ſite, as Circumſtances then were, that he 


might ſtrengthen his Intereſt in them, the 
better to promote the Eſtabliſhment of the 


Clergy's Maintenance. 

The Bill being prepared, as it paſs'd with 
a Nemine Contradicente, fo it was on all 
Hands own'd and declar'd, that it was very 
providential that Dr. Bray came into the 
Country at that Juncture. It was look d 
upon as 2 difficult Attempt, to have that 


Law re-enacted, aſter two Repulſes at 


home; it being contrary to the Inſtructi- 


ons given with all Governors, that when a 


Law 


0 


8 


C 58 ] 


Law has been revers'd at Home, a Bill of 
the ſame Nature ſhou'd be again paſs d in 
any of their Aſſemblies. And conſidering 
alſo the Intereſt of the People to be eas d 
of the Forty per Poll, and the bad Humour 
the Country was brought into by the Infi- 
nuations of the Quakers and Papiſts (no 
Unnatural Coalition) and the Diſcourage- 
ments thoſe who were well- affected to rhe 
Church met with, in having their laudable 
Endeavours for its Eſtabliſhment and Sup- 
port ſo often repuls'd ; all theſe things con- 
ſider'd, it was often and univerſally own'd, 
that had not the Doctor come in when he 
did the Eſtabliſhment wou'd ſcarcely have 
been to much as attempted, much leſs have 
ſucceeded. It was undoubtedly deſign d by 
the Quakers, to put the greateſt Slur upon 
this new erected Church, and totally to diſ- 
courage any further Strugglings to preſerve 
it from falling, that they contrived not on- 
ly to have the Law for its Eſtabliſhment an- 
null d juſt before the Commiſſary's going 
for Maryland, but that they ſent a Qualer 
with the Order of Council, in the very 
ſame Ship with him. But it pleas d God to 
order it, that this ſhou'd contribute very 
much to its Eſtabliſhment; the Inſolence 
of the Quaſers in that Contri vance, raiſing 
a great Indignation in the Friends to that 
Settlement, and the Doctor's Preſence _ 

ittle 
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little animating them to eee anew its 
Reſtoration. | 

Soon after the Aſſembly was up, ke 
Commiſſary cited the whole Clergy of the 
Province to a general Viſitation at Annapo- 
lis, to be held May 22, 1704; at which 
Viſitation for what was done, 


I. In order to prevent Scandals in the 
Miniſters who ſhould come in. 


II. To keep them to their Duty of Cate- 
chiſing, Preaching, and Viſiting ; and, 


III. To propagate the true Religion i in 


the Neighbouring Provinces (the firſt Mea- 


ſures for ſupporting. Miſſions where no 
eſtabliſh'd Maintenance was provided, be- 


ing laid at that bas mad _ the printed 


Atts thereaf. * 


Ar the Cloſe of the Viſeation a as wil 
appear by the ſaid Acts, the Clergy taking 
into Conſideration, that the violent Oppo- 


ſition of the Duakers againſt the Eſtabliſh- - 
ment of that Church, would in all Pro- 


bability continue, ſo as to get the Law for 
its Eſtabliſhment, fo lately re- enacted, an- 
null d again at home; they enter into De- 
bates, whether it would not be of Conſe- 
quence to the Preſervation and final Settle- 


ment of that Church, that the Doctor 
ſhould 
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ſhould be requeſted to go home with the 
Law, and to ſolicit the Royal Aſſent? 

It had been before voted, at the Paſſing 
of rhe Bill in the Houſe of Burgeſſes, that 
He ſhould be defir'd to requeſt his Grace of 
Canterbury, and the Biſhop of London, to 
iavour that good Law, by obtaining his 
Majeſty's Royal Aſſent to it, with all con- 
venient Speed, and the Members who gave 
him the Account of paſſing their Vote, told 
him withal, that it was the general Opini- 
on of the Houſe, that he could be moſt ſer- 
viceable therein, by waiting Perfonally on 
their Lordſhips, rather than by Letters, in 
which he could not croud all that might be 
neceſſary to be repreſented concerning the 
then State of the Church, and the Neceſ- 
ſity, at that Time, of their utmoſt Patro- 
nage ; and it was in Debate, whether this 
ſhould not be made the Deſire of the Aſ- 
ſembly ? But it was thought too unreaſon- 
able a Requeſt from them, who were ſen- 
ſible of the great Charge and Fatigue he 
had already been at, in the Service of that 
Province, as they had a few Days before 
acknowledg d, by a Meſſage of Thanks 
from that Houſe. 

Such were the Sentiments of the Mem- 
bers of the Aſſembly, as to the Neceſſity of 
his coming Home to ſolicit the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of that Church ; and the Clergy 
meeting at their Viſitation, ſome Weeks at- 
| E ter, 
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ter, as they had Time to know more fully 
the Senſe of the Province upon it, ſo they 
repreſented it to him, as the earneſt Deſire 
of the more ſenſible Perſons throughout 
the Country, as well as of the Aſſembly- 
Men, that he ſhould go over with the Law 
tor England ; being aware that the Quakers 
wou'd this laſt Time openly, and the Papiſis 
covertly, make the utmoſt Efforts againſt 
the Eſtabliſhment of that Church, by falſe 
Repreſentations at Home, of the Numbers 
and Riches of their Party, and by inſinuat- 
ing, that to impoſe upon them an eſtabliſh'd 
Maintenance tor the Clergy, wou'd be pre- 
judicial to the Intereſt of the Province, by 
obliging ſo many wealthy Traders to re- 
move from thence. The Falſity of which, 
or any other Suggeſtions, they thought him 
| beſt able to make appear, by the Informa- 

tion he had gaind from this Viſitation. 
And there were many other Advantages 
to the Church, in thoſe Parts, which they 
propos d by his coming Home at that Time, 
which were urg'd as Reaſons for it, as may 
be ſeen in the Acts of that Viſitation, Upon 
the Conſideration of all which, tho' there 
was no Proviſion cou'd be made there to 
ſupport him in that Charge, and the Com- 
miflary's Office wou'd alſo yield him no 
Profit, it not being tenable by the Law of 
the Country, but by one reſiding in it; yet 
upon the Conſideration of much publick 
Good, 


1 


Good, he determin'd himſelf, and took his 
Voyage ſoon after. | 

He was no ſooner arrived in England, 
but he found their Apprehenſions in — 
land not ill grounded, for the Qualers 


forthwith beſtirr'd themſelves fo exceeding- 


ly, that it was amazing to ſee what Preju- 
dices they had quickly rais'd in thoſe who 
had then the Cognizance of Plantation-Af- 
fairs, and what falſe and formidable Com- 
putations they gave in, of the Clergy's 
Charge to the Country; which falſe Sug- 
geſtions, when they were found to ſtick, 
even with ſome that ſeem'd well affected to 
that Church, Dr. Bray refuted by a printed 
Memorial, repreſenting truly the State of 
the Church of Maryland, to the full Satiſ- 
faction of all to whom it was communi- 
cated. 
And indeed, conſidering the Oppoſition 
which was made to the Law, when it came 
home, the Doctor's Preſence ſeem'd to be 
as ſeaſonable here, as it had been before 
thought in getting it re-enacted in Mary- 
land. For no ſooner was the Occaſion 
of his ſpeedy Return underſtood [and it 
did quickly ſpread Abroad of itſelt, even 
without the printed Account he gave of it] 
but it created ſuch Cenſures againſt thoſe 
who appear'd no Well-wiſhers to that Set- 
tlement, as perhaps were none of the leaſt 
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Occaſions that it far d not again, as formerly 


it had done. = 
But tho' the Law, with much Solicita- 


tion and Struggling, was preferv'd from 
being totally diſannull'd, yet many of the 
Exceptions which the Quabers made a- 

ainſt it, ſticking with the Lords of Trade, 
all that could be obtained was, That Dr. 
Bray might, with Advice of Council, draw 
up another Bill, according to the Inſtruc- 
tions of that Board, and ſending that Bull 
to Maryland, to be paſs'd into a Law; had 
the Promiſe that his Majeſty, upon its Re- 
turn, would confirm it here. In the draw- 
ing up of this Bill, he was at great Charge 
with Council, and after it had been thrice 
amended at the Plantation-Board, it was 
at laſt approv'd. 

Happy was the Province of Maryland, 
in having its Concerns managed at this cri- 
tical juncture, by fuch an able and indefa- 
tigable Agent. The Qualbers Oppoſition 
to the Eftabliſhment now depending, was 
carried on by united Councils and Contri- 
butions ; but the Doctor refuted their ſpe- 
cious Objections by unanſwerable Reaſons, 
and placed the Affair in ſuch an advanta- 
geous Light, that his Majeſty decided, with- 
out any Appearance of Heſitation, in the 
Church's Favour, and gave the Royal Af- 
ſent in theſe remarkable Words : 

Have 
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Have the Quakers the Benefit of a Tole- 
ration? Let the Eſtabliſh'd Church have 


an Eſtabliſbd Maintenance. 


This chargeable and laborious Undertak- 
ing having ſwallow'd up the Doctor's own 
ſmall Fortune, a noble * Lord preſented 
him, after his Return, with a Bill of 3004. 
a ſenſible Proof of his Zeal for the Honour 
of Religion, and the Support of thoſe who 
ſacrificed the moſt valuable Intereſts of this 
Lite in its Service. But ſo much did the 
Doctor avoid all Appearance of Selt-Inte- 
reſt, that a large Proportion of this was 
devoted to the Advancement of his pub- 
lick Deſigns. Tho' he was veſted with the 
Character of Commiſſary, yet no Share of 
the Revenue propos'd, was annex d to it; 
and this Diſappointment, tho' Injurious in 
the higheſt degree, was not made by him, 
either Matter of Complaint there, or of 
Remonſtrance here. 

His Generoſity, which induced him to 
throw in two Sums of 50 J. each, that were 
preſented to himſelf in Maryland, towards 
defraying the Charge of their Liberaries 
and Law; his indetatigable Endeavours to 
promote its Intereſt, together with the 
Succeſs which attended all his Meaſures 
for compleating and perfecting the Polity 
and Eſtabliſnment of that Church, would 


beſt appear from the ſeveral Orders of 
— Council, 
* Lord WEYMOUTH, 
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Council, from his own Letters to the Go- 
vernor, Speaker, and Attorney General of 
Maryland, ſhould it not ſwell this Ac- 
count to too great a Bulk, by tranſcribing of 
them. Indeed the Relation he contracted 
at this Juncture to Maryland, was what 
he ever after eſteemed as ſacred and indiſſo- 
luble, which made him Countenance all 
Advances towards cultivating Religion and 
Morality in that Province. 

After the Return of Dr. Bray from thence 
in 1700-1, he publiſh'd his Circular. Letters 
to the Clergy of Mary/and, a Memorial 
repreſenting the preſent Stata of Religion 
on the Continent of North America, and 
the Acts of his Viſitation held at Aunapo- 
his ; for which he had the Thanks of the 
Society above-mention'd : Not only the 
Biſhop of London approved entirely of all 
theſe Tranſactions, but alſo the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury declared, That he was well 
ſatisfied with the Reaſons of Dr. Bray's Re- 
turn from the Yeſ?-Tndtes ; and added, That 
his Miſſion thither will be of the greateſt 
Conſequence imaginable to the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of Religion in thoſe Parts. 

The Doctor, as was before occaſionally 
obſerved, form'd a Plan of a Proteſtant 
Congregation or Society, for the Propaga- 
tion of Chriſtian Knowledge, which he laid 
before the Biſhop of London, in the Year 
1697, on the Miſcarriage of the Bill for 

4 | Ve eſt mg 
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Veſting of Lands given to Superſtitions Uſes 
in Greenwich Hoſpital, and to provide for 
Proteſtant Myfjonaries. On this Plan, 3 
Society was conſtituted ; and tho' the De- 
ſign 0: having them incorporated by Char- 
ter, cou'd not be then brought to bear, yet 
they ſtill ſubſiſted, and acted as a Volun- 
tary Society ; but their Number and Bene- 
factions encreaſing, a different Conſtitution 
and more extenſive Powers, appear'd neceſ- 
ſary tor the Succeſs of the Undertaking : 
Application was therefore made by Dr. 
Bray, to his then Majeſty King Milliam, 
tor his Royal Charter.* It appears, on 

con- 


* To the Kinz's Maſt Excellent Majeſty, the Humble Petition 
of Thomas Bray, D. D. 

Humbly ſheweth, | 3 
1 HAT the Numbers of the Inhabitants of Your Ma- 
7 jelty's Provinces in America, have of late Years, 
<< greatly increas'd ; that in many of the Colonies thereof, more 
© eſpecially on the Continent, they are in very much Want of 
Inſtruction in the Chri/tian Religion, and in ſome of them 
** Utterly deſtitute of the ſame, they not being able of them- 
** ſelves to raiſe a ſufficient Maintenance for an Orthodox Clergy 
to live amongſt them, and to make ſuch other Proviſion, as 
w Oo be neceſlary for the Propagation of the Goſpel in thoſe 
4 

*© Your Petitioner further ſheweth, That upon his late Ar- 
rival into Exgland from thence, and his making known the 
** aforeſaid Matters in this City and Kingdom, he hath great 
*© Reaſon to believe, that many Perſons would contribute, as 
{© well by Legacy, as Gift, if there were-any Bopy Cor- 
«© PORATE, and of perpetual Succeſſion now in Being, and 
*« eſtabliſh'd in this Kingdom, proper for the Lodging of the 
© faid Legacies and Grants therein. 

No foralmuch as Your Majeſty hath already been gra- 
ciouſly pleas'd to take the State of the Souls of Your Ma- 


ee 


Re] , 


conſulting the Minutes of the Society, be- 
fore, and at the Time of the Incorporation, 
that the Doctor's Petition to his Majeſty 
(tor ſo it was ſtiled) with other Papers re- 


jating to the Corporation to be erected for 
the Propagation of the Goſpel in Foreign 
Parts, was read May 5, 1701, and that his 
Majeſty's Letters Patents, under the Great 
Seal ot Euglaud, tor erecting a Corporation, 
by the Name of 7he Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Goſpel in Foreign Parts, was 


laid betore the Society, by Dr. Bray, and 
read 


«« jclly's Subjects in thoſe Parts, ſo far into Conſideration, as 
to Found, and Endow a Royal College in Virginia, for the 
*+ Religious Education of their Youth, Your Petitioner is there- 
„ by the more encouraged to hope, that Your Majeſty wil! 
** allo favour any the like Deſigns and Ends, which ſhall be 
Proſecuted by proper and effectual Means. 

* Your Petitioner therefore, who has lately been among 
* Your Majeſty's Subjects aforeſaid, and has ſeen their Wants 
and knows their Deſires, is the more embolden'd, humbly 
to requeſt, that Your Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
** ſive Letters Patent, to ſuch Perſons as Your Majeſty ſhall 
*© think fit, thereby Conſtituting them A BODY PorLrTick 
and CoRPORATE, and to grant to them, and their Suc- 
«© ceflors, ſuch Powers, Privileges and Immunities, as Your 
*© Majeſty in great Wiſdom ſhall think meet and neceſſary for 
the Effecting the aforeſaid Ends and Deſigns. 


And Your Petitioner ſhall ever Pray, &c, 
THOMAS BRAY. 


„* 


| WHITE-HA LL, April 7th, 170r. 
"2 H S Majeſty having been moved upon this PETITION, 
"2 is graciouſly plcas'd to refer the ſame to Mr. Attorney, 
„ or Mr. Solicitor-General, to conſider thereof, and Report 
** his Opinion, what His Majeſty may fitly do therein; where- 
upon His Majcſty will declare His further Pleaſure. 
| A. VERNON. 
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read the gth of June following. The Gen- 
tlemen who compos'd that venerable Body, 
were fo ſenſible how much was owing to 
the Zeal and Solicitation of the Doctor, that 
it was reſolv'd, that Thanks ſhould be re- 
turn'd to him, jor his great Care and Pains 
in procuring the Grant of the ſaid Letters. 
It this Society 1s now enabled, by a Reve- 
nue ariſing from occaſional Benefactions 
and ſettled Endowments, to ſupport a 
Number of Miflionaries, School- Maſters, 
and Catechiſts, for the Propagation of 
Chriſtianity in Foreign Parts, the zealous 
Labours ot Dr. Bray muſt be remember'd 
with Gratitude and Honour, to which it 
chiefly owes its Eſtabliſhment. The Au- 
thor of A Letter from a Reſiding Member 
of the Society of London, for Promoting 
Chriſtian Knowledge, to a Correſponding 
Member in the Country, has done him Ju- 
ſtice in his Account of the Origin of the 
Incorporated Society; he obſerves, That it 
took its Riſe from the indefatigable Endea- 
vours of a Reverend Clerg yman now liv- 
ing (Dr. Bray) to promote Chriſtian Know- 
ledge in our Foreign Plantations. 

In the Year 1703, Dr. Bray publiſh'd an 
Eſſay, to ſhew the incompetent Proviſion in 
many Pariſhes, thro' a great Part of the 
Kingdom, to enable the Clergy to inſtruct 
the People; ſo general a Diſpoſition was 
excited to encourage this excellent m_ 
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that as his other Deſign of forming a So- 
ciety for propagating the Goſpel, was eſta- 
bliſh'd by Royal Charter, fo this of found- 


ing Libraries was brought to Maturity, by 


radual Advances, under the Patronage of ß 


the Legiſlature ; for an Act of Partiament 
paſs d in the Seventh Year of Queen Anne, 
intitled, An Alt for the better Preſerva- 


zion of Farochial Libraries in that Part of 


Great Britain ca//d England. Sir Peter 
King, atterwards Lord Chancellor, was the 
Gentleman who brought the Bill into the 
Houſe, one then equally diſtinguiſh'd by his 
a of Chriſtianity, and his Zeal 
or it. 


In the Year 1712, the Doctor printed 


his Martyrology, or Papal Uſurpation, in 
one Folio. That nothing might be want- 
ing to enrich and adorn the Work, he eſta- 
bliſh'd a Correſpondence with learned Fo- 


reigners of the firſt Diſtinction, and call'd 


in the Aſſiſtance of the moſt eminent Hands. 
This Work conſiſts of ſome choice and 
learned Treatiſes of celebrated Authors, 
which were grown very ſcarce, ranged and 
digeſted into as regular an Hiſtory as the 
Nature of the Subject wou'd admit. He 
propos d to compile a Second Volume, and 
had, at no ſmall Expence and Pains, fur- 
niſhed himſelf with Materials for it; but 
he was afterwards oblig d to lay the Proſe- 


eution of this Deſign aſide, and bequeath d, 


by 
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by Will, his valuable Collection of Mar- 
cyrological Memoirs, both Printed and Ma- 


nuſcript, to Sion College. He was, indeed, 


lo great a Maſter of the Hiſtory of Fopery, 
E. 


that few Authors cou'd be preſum'd ab 


with equal Acuracy and Learning, to trace 
the Origin and Growth of thoſe exorbitant 


Claims which are made by the See of Rome. 


He was happily form'd by Nature, both 


for the active and the retir'd Life: Charity 
to the Souls of other Men, was wrought 
up to the higheſt Pitch in his own : 


—— — 


ä ———_ 


Every Reflection on the dark and forlorn 
Condition of the Indians and Negroes, ex- 
cited in his Boſom the moſt generous Emo 


tions of Pity and Concern. He conceiv'd 


I —ũ — 


nothing ſo deſirable as to be the Inſtrument 


ing them into the Fold of their Heavenly 


of recovering thoſe loſt Sheep, and bring- 


—— — — 


Paſtor. His Voyage to Hollaud, to ſolicit 


King William's Protection and Encourage- 
ment to his good Deſigns ; and the Proofs 


he gave of a publick Spirit and diſintereſted | 
Zeal, in ſuch a Series of generous Under- 


takings, obtain d him the Eſteem of Mr. 


D' Allone of the Hague, a Gentleman not 
more celebrated for his Penetration and 
Addreſs in State Affairs, than far a pious 
Diſpoſition of Mind. A juſt Senſe of the in- 


eſtimable Bleſſings reach'd out to Mankind 


by the Goſpel, inſpir'd him with a Zeal 


to make thoſe who lay without the Chri- 


ſtian | 
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ſtian Pale, Partakers of them. An Epiſto- 


lary Correſpondence commenced very early 


between him and the Doctor upon this 
Subject; the Reſult whereof was, that he 
gave, in his Lite-time, a Sum to be ap- 
plied to the Converſion of the Negroes, 


deſiring withal, the Doctor to accept the 


Management and Diſpoſal of it. But that 
a ſtanding Proviſion might be made for 
this Purpoſe, Mr. D'Alloue bequeath d by 
his laſt Will, a certain Proportion of his 
Eugliſb Eſtate to Dr. Bray and his Aſ- 
ſociates, towards erecting a Capital Fund 
or Stock, for converting the Negroes in 
the Britiſßh Plantations ; the Doctor was 
acquainted by the Right Honourable the 
Lord Viſcount Palmerſton, ſoon after Mr. 
D Allone's Death, with his having left this 
noble Bequeſt, which amounted to the 


Sum of 900 J. and it happening ſoon af- 


ter, namely, in Chriſtmas 1723, Dr. Bray 
had ſo dangerous a Sickneſs, that his Re- 
covery was out of Hope; my Lord Pal- 
 merſion was pleasd to intimate, that it 
would be requiſite he ſhould nominate and 
appoint, 1 Jeed, ſuch as he would deſire 
to have Aſſociates with him in the Diſpo- 
ſition of the Legacy; this he accordingly 
did, chuſing Gentlemen of whoſe Aﬀec- 
tions to this, and his other pious Deſigns, 
he had ample Experience. 


The 


SL 3 
82 
e 
he 
= 
Wa, 
£457 
1 

. 7 
v7 
py 25 


bo, 


Fee ne Ain e ö 
tes Ph 5 rr ( ad Cont *. 
. 8. EE Ne ny ( ans 
ve . : 


"1 


[ 45 ] 

The Doctor finding by the Words of 
Mr. D' Alone's Will, as well as by his for- 
mer Letters, that he depended much upon 
him to form and model the Deſign ; that 
he might not be wanting to give the beſt 
Aſſiſtance he could to a Work ſo truly 
Chriſtian, he immediately applied himſelf 
to form a Scheme for the moſt effectual 
Proceeding in this Affair, tho the Legacy 
could not ſoon be paid in, yet in Aſſurance 
of its Certainty, being intruſted to a Perſon 
ſo truly Honourable as my Lord Palmer- 
ſton, he endeavour'd, as occaſion offer d, 
to ſet it a going. This he did, by ſound- 
ing the Inclinations of ſome Miſſionaries 
ſent to him by the Biſhop of London, whe- 
ther they would engage in the Meaſures pro- 
poſed for the Inſtruction of the Negroes 
which they ſhould find (as they would find 
many) in their ſeveral Cures 2 Thoſe 
whom he obſerved well diſpoſed to it, he 
turniſhed with Books, as neceſſary Helps to 
them and their Succeſſors, in diſcharging 
that Part of their Office ; and as a farther 
Encouragement, he furniſh'd them with 
other ſmaller Pieces, more immediately pro- 
per for the Inſtruction of the Negroes. 
When the Legacy was paid, the early Iſ- 
{ues from it being too inconſiderable to be- 
gin the Work in ſuch a manner as might 
aſſure to himſelf, and his Aſſociates, the 
defir'd Event, there was an apparent Ne- 
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ceſſity either of breaking in upon the Capi- 
tal, or of furniſhing Books on its Credit. 
The Doctor being deſirous that the Legacy 
might be handed down to his Succeſſors in 
the Truſt, without any Detalcation, choſe 
to make up the Deficiencies at his own 
Expence, and charge what was expended 
in thoſe Proviſions on the Fund. He did 
not propoſe to receive any Intereſt for his 
Money, and at his Death, obliged his Exe- 
cutrix to ſubmit to the Diſadvantage of a 
gradual Reimburſement. 

The better to prepare for the Work, ſuch 
as came to him being generally young Divines 
who had not read much, he lent them 
ſuch Books as he thought proper to em- 
ploy their Studies whilſt they ſhould re- 
main in London, and put them upon a Ca- 
techetical Exerciſe on Sunday Evenings in 
his own Pariſh *. Indeed he conceived it 
would be of ſingular Uſe to have ſuch Miſ- 
ſionaries under a Probation here, before 
ſent abroad, and for this End founded a 
Probationary Library, that during the Time 


of their Probation, they might read over 


a whole Courſe of Divinity, whereby they 


would be rendered more fit to teach, and 


give ſome Specimens of their preaching 
Abilities. No 


St. Botolph without Aldgate, which had been again 
ws d to him, and was accepted by him, in the Year 
1706. 
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No fix'd and invariable Scheme can be 
here always purſued, Time and Change of 
Circumſtances may render different Mea- 
ſures. neceſlary ; ſeveral of the Plantation- 
Clergy, want no other Inducements than 
thoſe ariſing from the Nature of their 
Function, to direct their Endeavours to 
this End. They have not objected the 
Extent of their Cures, but the Scarcity and 
Dearneſs of Books, which are ſo neceſſary 
to enable them to ſucceed in their Labours; 
as the Fund inlarges, it may extend to Po- 
cuniary Gratuities, and other Encourage- 
ments as ſhall be thought moſt expedient. 
The Accounts that have been traaſmitted 
from the Plantations, ſufficiently diſcover 
the Succeſs that has attended this Method 
hitherto obſerv'd in conducting the De- 
ſign ; but the Doctor left his Aſſociates at 
liberty to proceed in any other of their 
own torming. TO, 

In the Year 1726, he was employ'd in 
compoſing and printing his Dir ectorium 
Miſſionarium, his Primordia Bibliothe- 
caria, and ſome other Tracts of the like 
kind. About this Time alſo, he wrote a 


ſhort Account of Mr. Rawlex, the pious Au- 


thor of the Chriſtian Monitor, reprinted 


the Life of Mr. G:/pin and Eraſmus's Ec- 


cleſiaſtes ; ſome of theſe were calculated 
for the Uſe of the Miſſion, and in one, he 
has endeavour d to ſhew, That civilizing the 

| Indians 
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Indians muſt be the firſt Step, in any ſuc- 
ceſsful Attempt for their Converſion, In 


his Primordia Bibliothecaria, we have ſe- 


veral Schemes of Parochial Libraries, and 
a Method laid down to proceed, by a gra- 
dual Progreſſion, from Strength to Strength, 
from a Collection, not much exceeding, in 
Value, one Pound to an Hundred. His At- 
tention to other good Works, occaſion d no 
Diſcontinuance ot this Deſign, whoſe Suc- 
ceſs was ſo much the Object of his Deſires, 
and accordingly Benefactions came in ſo 
taſt, that he had Buſineſs enough upon his 
Hands to form the Libraries deſir d, and to 
diſcharge himſelf of them. As the furniſh- 
ing the Parochial Clergy with the Means 
of Inſtruction, wou'd be an effectual Me- 
thod to promote Chriſtian Knowledge ; fo 
another Expedient, maniteſtly ſubſervient to 
the ſame End wou'd be, he / thought, to im- 
print on the Minds of thoſe who are ad- 
mitted into the Miniſtry, previouſly to 
their Admiſſion, a juſt Senſe of its various 
Duties, and their great Importance ; with 
this View he reprinted the Eccleſiaſtes of 
Eraſmus, a Name of great Authority in the 
Republick of Letters, and to whom the Re- 


eſtabliſhment of Polite Literature was prin- 


cipally owing. This Treatiſe was written 
at the Deſire of a Biſhop of the Romiſb 


Church, and it is well worthy our Obſer- 


vation, with how much Energy the learned 
Author 
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L 49 ] 
Author employs all the Arguments that he 
could think proper, to excite a conſcien- 
tious Regard to the Weight of the Mini- 
ſtertal Office, and a becoming Diligence 
in the Diſcharge of it. As excellent as 
this Performance is, it lay before mix'd 
and undiſtinguiſh d in his voluminous Works, 
and could rarely fall into the Hands of 


any, except thoſe few who have Acceſs to 


publick Libraries; ſo that a diſtinct Im- 
preſſion of it, is what the Doctor might 
juſtly intend, as a common Benefit to the 
greater Part of his own Order. Take his 
Opinion of the Book, and his View in 
reprinting it, in his own Words: * * When- 
« ever I take into my Hands this invalu- 
« able Piece of 5 is his Eccleſiaſtes, 
“ methinks I experience what has been 
e often ſaid to be found by others, with 
< reſpect to that of Thomas a Kempis De 
« Imiatione Chriſti, namely, That let a 
„ Man read him never ſo often, every 
* Time he will find ſomething new in 
* him ; ſo poinant, ſo penetrating are the 
< Periods and Sentiments of the learned 
* Eraſmus, relating to this great Con- 
„ cern, even to the exceeding himſelf in 

every thing he wrote. 
& And it were much to be wiſh'd, that 
among the many other Tracts in Divi- 
cc nity, 


; ® See his Primordia Bibliothecaria, Pages 13, 14, 15. 
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nity, or relating to that Subject, requi- 
ſite to be thoroughly read in our Uni- 
verſities, by thoſe who are deſign'd for 
the Miniſtry, previouſly to their En- 
trance into Holy Orders. It were to 
be with'd, I ſay, that their Peruſal of 
this, or ſome other Tract upon the 
Paſtoral Care, were ſtrictly infiſted on, 
and nicely enquir'd into, belore their 


College Teſtimonials ſhould be granted 


them. And it 1s moreover humbly ap- 
prehended, that it would not be amiſs it 
a farther and more particular Examina- 
tion ſhould be made afterwards, by ſuch 
as uſually examine the Candidates before 
their Admiſſion into Holy Orders, whe- 
ther they are ſo acquainted with this 
admirable Piece of Eraſmus, as to have 


1mbibed his noble Sentiments concern- 


ing the Paſtoral Care. Surely if ſuch 


Injunctions were generally given con- 
cerning a previous Conſideration of the 


Duties of a Miniſter, few or none would 
dare to precipitately and unpreparedly to 
thruſt themſelves, merely in view of a 
Livelihood or Preterment, into the Office 
of Deacons and Presbyters, as to many, 
alas ! have been found to do, without 
conſidering, that Onus Angelicis humeris 


formidandum, as a great Man ſpeaks 


this of the Paſtoral Office to be, and 
| «< with- 
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without conſidering how unequal their 
Shoulders are to bear it. 
In ſhort, I may venture to ſay, that 
few of thoſe many who have written 
upon the Nature and Importance of-the 
Paſtoral Care, ever exceeded the moſt 
eloquent and learned Eraſmus, in his 
awtul Way of delivering his Sentiments 
on this weighty Office. Every Period in 
his firſt Book of his Eccleſiaſtes, being ſo 
ungent, and fo admirably well levell'd 
at the bold Precipitancy and wretched 
Views with which many, too many 
enter into Holy Orders ; and I am per- 
ſuaded, that being read over beiore-hand 
it would deter, ſome at leaſt, from ven⸗ 
turing, Motis manuibus, upon an Office 
they are ſo little qualified tor, as a Thing 
in itſelf, horridly profane and audacious 
in them ; and the ſerious and frequent 
Peruſal of the ſame afterward, even 
through the whole Courſe of a Mini- 
ſtry, would ſtimulate and invigorate 
even the beſt qualified and diſpoſed 
among us, to execute the ſacred Truſt 
to the Honour of our great Redeemer, 
and the promoting of his Kingdom, by 
the Deſtruction of the Dominion of Sin 


and Satan. 
In the Year 1727, an Acquaintance of 


Dr. Bray's made a caſual Viſit to White- 


Chapel Priſon, and his Repreſentation of 


2 the 


[52] 


the miſerable State of the Priſoners, had 
ſuch an Effect on the Doctor, that he im- 
mediately apply d himſelf to ſolicit Bene- 
factions, in order to relieve thein, and he 
had ſoon Contributions ſuſficient to provide 


a2 Quantity of Bread, Beef, and Broth on 


Sundays, and now and then on the inter- 
mediate Days, for this Priſon and the Bo- 
rough Compter : To Temporal, he always 
endeavourd to join Spiritual Proviſions ; 
and to inure them to the moſt diſtaſteful 
Parts of their Office, the intended Miſſio- 
naries were here employ'd in Reading and 
Preaching. On this Occaſion the Sore was 
firſt open d, and that Scene of Inhumanity 
imperfectly diſcover'd ; which, afterwards 
ſome worthy Patriots of the Houſe of Com- 
mous, took ſo much Pains to enquire into 
and redrels : That Zeal and Compaſſion 
which led them to carry on this Inſpection, 
and regulate many groſs Abuſes, cou'd not 
but procure them the Eſteem of one diſtin- 
guiſhed by ſuch an extenſive Benevolence 
as Dr. Bray. 

The Divine Guardianſhip apparently ac- 
companied both his Deſigns of founding 


Libraries, and converting tie Negroes. 


The tormer, particularly, was advanced 
under the Patronage of Perſons in the 
higheſt Stations; but being now far ad- 
vanced in Years, and continually reminded 
of his approaching Change, by the Imbe- 

| cility 
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L 531 
cility and Decays of old Age, he was de- 


ſirous of enlarging the Number of his Aſ- 
ſociates, and adding ſuch to them, in whoſe 


Zeal and Integrity he might repoſe an en- 


tire Confidence. The Enquiry into the 
State of the Goals was an Event, which at 
this Juncture, providentially occaſioned an 
Interview between the Doctor and Mr. 


(now General) Oglethorpe. This worthy 


Gentleman, when it was propos'd, wanted 
no Arguments to prevail upon him to ac- 
cept the Truſt, and engaged ſeveral others,* 
ſome of the firſt Rank and Diſtinction, to 
act with him and the former Aſſociates ; 
all the Undertakings, indeed, were of ſuch 
a Nature, as well deſerved the Support of 
Men of great and generous Minds. 

To theſe two Deſigns of founding Libra- 
ries, and inſtructing the Negroes, a Third 
was now added, which, tho at firſt View, 
it appears to be of a different Nature, has 
a perfect Coincidence with them; the miſ- 
erable Condition of Multitudes, for want 
of Employment, has of late excited the 
higheſt Degree of Compaſſion in the Breaſts 


of all charitable Perſons : The Proviſion 


which the Legiſlature has made, by a late 
Act for erecting Pariſh Work-houſes, proves 
inſufficient ; and therefore, out of the ſame 
charitable Regard to Mankind, a Deſign 
was formed of eſtabliſhing a Colony in 
America, 


* See a Liſt of the Aſſociates at the End. 
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America, than which none can be better 
intitled to Conſideration and Encourage- 
ment. The Advantages which will accrue 
to the Publick, from ſuch a Settlement, is 
a Subject of too large an Extent to be con- 
ſidered here, and out of my Province. 

T muſt not omit mentioning the Part 
Dr. Bray bore in eſtabliſhing the Society 
For Reformation of Manners, in ſetting up 
Charity-Schools, and erecting a Society tor 
the Relief of poor Proſelytes ; moſt ot the 
Religious Societies in London owe gratetul 
Acknowledgments to his Memory, and are 
in a great Meaſure formed on the Plans he 


projected. 


A now inks Doctor having happily 
loce-c us > principal Deſigns in the Hands 
of 2. - Miavngers, being on the Verge of 
the Go ave, hc could not but review his Un- 
dertakings with Complacency, and thank 
the good Providence o God, which appear- 
ed, to lay ſuch Trains for their Advance- 
ment. His Conſcience crown'd him with 
a ſecret Applauſe, which was an inexhauſt- 
able Source of comfortable Reflections and 


Joyful Preſages in his laſt Minutes. 
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late Dr. BRAY. 
Jon Lord Viſcount Percival, now Earl of 
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The Reverend Mr. (nor Dr.) Sep Hales 
William Belitha, E/; 
The Honourable Edward Digby, E/q; 
The Honourable George Carpenter, Eſq; now Lord 
Carpenter 
James Oglethorpe, £/q; now Major-General 
Edward Harley, £/q; 
The Honourable James Vernon, E/; 
Edward Hughes, E.; 
Robert Hucks, £/q; 
Thomas Tower, £&/q; 
Rogers Holland, E.; 
John Laroche, £Z/q; 
Major Charles Selwyn 
Robert More, Eg; 
William Sloper, 2/4: 
Oliver St. John, Eq; 
Henry Haſtings, 2; 
George Heathcote, E/; 
Francis Eyles, Ei; 


Mr. Adam Anderſon 


Sir James Lowther 

Captain Thomas Coram 

The Reverend Mr. Digby Cotes 
The Reverend Mr. Arthur Bedford 


The Reverend Mr. Samuel Smith 


The Reverend Mr. Richard Bundy 


The Reverend Mr. John Barton 


The Reverend Mr. Daniel Somerſcald, 


